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How Do I Give Effective Feedback to other Writers? 

Classroom Exercise

Resources: chart paper & markers; poems (see preparation), desks set up in groups of 4

Approximate Time: 45 minutes
Preparation: 

Note: depending on the group of students, the prep could be done at home or in class. 

In pairs, students will choose a piece of poetry to respond to. 

At the teacher’s discretion: this could be a piece written by a peer [on WiER] or a published piece of poetry (from a class poetry book or found in the library or online). 

*Students should aim to choose a poem which interests them personally, and which they have something to say about (good or bad)! 

If preferred, the teacher could provide a list of selections for students to choose from.

Students should record their choices on a sheet of paper in the classroom to ensure that everyone has a piece before the activity begins (the following class).

Hook/Mental Set: (10 minutes)

Teacher will briefly introduce the concept of feedback. 
Could write Oxford dictionary definition of feedback on the board:

“Feedback: noun: information about reactions to a product, a person’s performance of a task, etc. used as a basis for improvement”.

Teacher will ask students for ideas (and write on the board) about:

 What we have received feedback on in the past, who gives us feedback and why. 

(i.e. what: assignments, school projects, team sports, chores who: teachers, coaches, friends, parents why: to help us improve, because they are annoyed, to encourage me…)

Group Work: (5 minutes)
In groups of three to four: Thinking about feedback they have received from others in the past, students will brainstorm in a t-chart:

 What are the qualities of:
	Helpful feedback
	Unhelpful feedback

	
	


When students have completed their lists, they should identify at their table the most significant quality for each (and circle it) – then share with the class. Teacher could write this down on the board.

Class Discussion (5 minutes)
Think/Pair/Share: “What are some situations in the future in which you might give feedback to others?” 

Prompt: consider workplace, family, leadership roles, classroom roles, etc.

Share the purpose with students: 

“As writers, you will have several opportunities to give feedback to your peers and you will also be receiving feedback from others on how to improve your own work. So today we’re going to focus on how to communicate your feedback to others in a way that is helpful, meaningful and also professional.” 

Introduction to Guidelines: (5 minutes)

Teacher can hand out the step-by-step guide to feedback resource (attached) or use their own format for peer feedback.

Read through the Step-By-Step Guide together, defining words as necessary( i.e. clarifying constructive criticism)*

Pair Work (15-20 minutes)
Working in pairs, students should discuss some things they noticed in the poem & want to respond to in their feedback & take point form notes (step 3) – 5 minutes

Students will write down their feedback, following the guidelines on the step-by-step guide (step 4) – 5 minutes

[Optional: Each pair swaps their poems & feedback with another pair for revision]

The pairs should revise the feedback that was given, following the guidelines & make notes for the original editors (step 5). – 5-10 minutes

Students should hand in their feedback to the teacher for formative assessment.

Closure [whole class]: (5 minutes)
Think/pair/share: What did you learn about feedback from this exercise? What did you learn about writing that you can use in the future?

OR

Students write a journal response guided by the questions above.
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WiER Responses:

A Step-by-step Guide to Giving Effective Peer Feedback










Note:


You can use this guide when responding to other writers’ work outside of WiER too! [ just ignore steps 1,2 & 6]





1. Explore your salon. Skim several pieces and identify a few that are interesting to you (you might be drawn to the title, topic, language, style, content, etc.)





2. Choose one piece of writing that sparks your interest.  Consider responding to pieces from a variety of genres (poetry, prose, drama, etc).





3. Re-read the piece you chose. 


Think about:


Your initial reaction to the story, what appealed to you, and how the piece made you feel. 


Consider: 


What worked really well in this piece? What are some elements of the piece that you think need some work? Remember, you could comment on the content or the mechanics [grammar, style, etc.] of the piece. 





Also: If there are other responses to this piece on the salon, read them! If something that you were thinking has been said, do you need to state it again?








4. Compose a response to the writer, based on the ideas you developed while re-reading the piece. If it helps you to be clear, you could make point form notes first, then put your ideas into a paragraph.


Be specific – with praise and criticism. Tell the writer what you think they have done well (was a certain image particularly well-phrased? were the characters interesting?) and also note parts that were confusing or could have worked more effectively.








5. Review and revise your response to the writer. 


Remember: It is always nice to receive praise, however one of the reasons students are posting on WiER is to get feedback on their writing that will help them to learn and grow and improve their work. 





Ask yourself: Is this feedback useful? Are my criticisms constructive? Am I being supportive of this person? How would I feel if I were the writer reading this response?





6. Post your response on the conference. Check in later to see if the writer has replied to you!
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