Description, Description, Description!

Sometimes, what you say can be overshadowed by how you say it. A great story or poem can be lost by using a word that doesn’t really fit, describing things poorly, or using the same word too many times. What does that mean? Take a look at the following example. Which of these two sound better?

1. My garden blazes with roses and purple lilacs. Among the fragrant shrubs, blue jays scream and sparrows chirp.

2. Bushes grow in my garden. Birds sing in the garden.

The second sentence sounds kind of simplistic, doesn’t it? Compared to the first one, the second sentence doesn’t have as much imagery, the words that help us create the sense that the reader is there, in the garden, as they read. Words like “fragrant” help us to imagine that we can actually smell the flowers, and phrases like “blue jays scream and sparrows chirp” help to tell us how the birds actually sound – much more so than simply saying that they’re singing!

Sometimes, we can help our writing by adding information. In the second sentence, you’ll notice, there’s nothing about what types of birds and flowers there are, or that they’re fragrant. By telling us that the birds are blue jays and sparrows, for example, we get a much clearer picture of what is going on, and the sentence is much better because of it.

Try this exercise to see if you can add more description to these sentences. Feel free to elaborate as well as to add specific imagery to make it feel as though we’re there.

1. Tyler was wearing ugly clothes.

2. “I like that TV show. I want to watch that show.” Amber said.

3. Cody was happy to have the day off.

4. Melanie liked Kevin.

5. The sky is blue.
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