Dialogue Activity Plan
In this activity, students will learn how to write realistic dialogue by exploring how different people and characters sound, and relate it to their own writing.

1. Students are asked to, in pairs, discuss their favourite pieces from WiER. This should be a back-and-forth discussion, and not one student telling the other about their choice. They will have a minimum of two minutes to do this. (it may be extended if the teacher feels there is value in this discussion outside of the dialogue activity)

2. Now, having discussed that, students are to switch partners and discuss this again for a few more minutes, only this time, they are to discuss the pieces as though they were a character from their favourite movie or book. If desired, this can be tied back to works currently or previously studied in class.

3. The class will reconvene as a group and discuss how the dialogue was different from the first conversation to the second. Perhaps some students took on accents, or behaved differently. Some brave students may wish to demonstrate their characters in discussion.

i. Was it hard to talk like a different character? Why or why not?

ii. What did you do to sound like your character?

a. Voice?

b. Accent?

c. Word choice?

d. Actions or mannerisms?

iii. Why do certain voices/accents/word choices/etc make us recognize certain traits, occupations, or personality traits in the speaker?

4. Now that the students know a little bit about how to make themselves sound like someone else that they’ve chosen themselves, it’s time to make this a little harder. Students should be randomly given different character types. These can be people from different occupations, pop culture icons, different socio-economic statuses, backgrounds, etc. Ask students to think for a moment about what makes their character sound different from anyone else, and what they can do to show that.

5. In pairs, students will write up a dialogue that is to be performed for the class, based on their two characters. It should be no more than a minute or two long. They will be given time to work on it and told that there will be a contest to see who can make recognizable characters. Offer prizes (such as candy, or points toward some later reward) if you are comfortable with doing so.

6. When the students present, if the characters are guessed, the two presenting as well as the person who guesses the correct character will be given a prize or a point.

7. At the discretion of the teacher, the students may be given an assignment to work on which would be to write up a play script, with two or more characters discussing an event in their lives.
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