What a Bunch of Characters!
This classroom based activity is designed to help students understand the importance of understanding their characters and making them realistic. While this is a class activity, certain elements of this may be pulled out to help individual students think critically about the character creation process.

1. Have students think of their favourite character from a TV show. It may be any character that they like, so long as they feel that they understand why the character does the things that he or she does.

2. Hand out copies of the chart entitled “The 3HS Method of Character Analysis”. Give them time to fill it in using their characters. 

3. Take the sheet up as a class. The following questions can serve as discussion points to show the students that all characters have strengths, weaknesses, and reasons for doing the things they do.

i. What is the character interested in?

ii. What motivates him/her to do the things he/she does?

iii. What makes the character strong? What makes him/her weak?

4. In a story – especially a short story – all we really get is a picture of the character and who he or she is... so, provide students with a variety of pictures of people. These pictures should include a wide range of people from different ethnicities, age groups, occupations, genders, body types, etc. There should be sufficient pictures for each student to take one and a few extra to allow them some choice. 

5. Using one of the leftover pictures, go through it as a class. Looking at the picture, ask students to imagine who this person might be. What does the picture suggest about the person, and what might they be like? What does he or she do? Stereotypes are permitted in this exercise as long as they are not put forth in a hurtful manner, because many characters – especially minor ones – are often built around stereotypes. But, it is important for the students to consider how stereotypical characters would be affected by the stereotype in the reactions of others.

6. As a possible assignment or homework task, ask the students to write 250 words on the character of the person in the picture they chose. It may be written as a police profile or character sketch, or as a short story, as long as the focus is on the personality of the character in the picture.

7. After this is completed, students will be asked to look at the “3HS Method of Character Analysis” chart again, but this time, to use these guidelines to create a character from scratch. They may draw the character if they like or provide a picture to show the person’s physical attributes. 

8. Students will be encouraged to use this character in a unique story, either on WiER, for a class assignment, or for their own personal interest.
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