Poetry Resource: Poetic Devices

Check your knowledge of the following literary devices by defining and giving an example of each device.  For those that you cannot answer at the moment, complete after finishing Part Two.

Part One

1. Metaphor

    Definition: 

    Example:

2. Alliteration

    Definition:

    Example:

3. Simile

    Definition:    

    Example

4. Imagery

    Definition:

    Example:

5. Onomatopoeia

    Definition:

    Example:

6. Rhythm

    Definition:

    Example:

7. Oxymoron

    Definition:

    Example: 

8. Stanza
    Definition:
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Part Two:

Read the definitions and examples.  In the “practice” section, compose your own examples.

1. Metaphor: a figure of speech that makes a comparison by equating things.

Example: “His heart is a stone.”  (He lacks emotions)

“Her mind is a sponge.” (She has an encyclopedic memory)

Practice: “Her mind is a __________” (She is forgetful)

2. Alliteration: the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of neighboring words. 

Example: “There was no sound about the wood/

 save the wind’s secret stir.” (the alliterated “s” sounds, also called sibilants, suggest the sound of the wind, and also gentle movement and serenity) 

“Western wind, when will thou blow?” (the alliterated “w” sounds create a feeling of sad yearning)

Practice: “______________________________”

3. Simile: a comparison of things 

using like or as or similar words.  

Example: “His heart is like a stone.”

“Her mind is as a sponge absorbing all of the details.”

Practice: “My daughter’s bedroom was like __________________” (messy/neat)

4. Imagery – the verbal creation 

of images in your minds eye – 

they can appeal to any sense, e.g. smell, sound, touch, etc..  

Example: “You fit into me 

like a hook into an eye.” (sense of sight, touch)

“The paper crackled as he inhaled deeply.”  (sense of sound)

Practice:  ____________________________________________ . (sense of _____)”

5. Mood: a general emotional atmosphere created by the characters, setting, and the language in which they are presented. 

Example: “…between the woods and frozen lake the darkest evening of the year.”

(mood suggests solitude, stillness, death)

Practice: __________________________________________________

6. Onomatopoeia: words that imitate the sounds that they describe.
Example: I'm getting married in the morning! Ding dong! the bells are gonna chime. 

Plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a relief it is!
Practice: “She sprang from her seat, reached for the swatter and _________ the poor fly.” (insert in blank space a word that imitates the sound of swatting a fly)

7. Rhythm: the patterned repetition of beats; the flow of stressed and unstressed syllables. 

Example: “And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare/

As any she belied with false compare.”

“Gather ye rose-buds while ye May, 

Old time is still a fling.

And this same flower that smiles today,

Tomorrow will be dying”

Part Three: Practice
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